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PVCA’s Fall Meeting to
Focus on Riparian
Buffer Design
PVCA’s Fall Meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 14th, 7PM at Old Gregg
School in Spring Mills. Our featured speaker
will be Emily Carlson, a graduate student of
Landscape Architecture at Penn State and a
research assistant in the Greening the Lower
Susquehanna Project (GLS).

Introducing PVCA’s New
Environmental Educator
--By Jim Flanagan-Three weeks after I was born, I was already
boating with my family on the Allegheny River
in Oakmont, Pennsylvania, wearing a
handmade life vest and smiling. I guess you
can say I was raised on the water and in nature
and have been hooked ever since. Growing up
in Pittsburgh I remember playing in the woods
behind our house, fishing with my Dad, and
spending nearly every weekend on the
Allegheny River exploring the water and its
environs. I remember looking for tiny toads,
playing in the surf of boats and barges as they
traveled the river and sitting around the
campfires on the beach.
These images have stayed with me as I grew
up and moved from place to place. I was
fortunate enough to spend my teen years on the
west side of Cleveland near Lake Erie,
attended college in southern Ohio at Miami
University to study business marketing (BS
1990), and stumbled into Environmental
Education after graduation.
My first job after graduation was at an
overnight camp that ran programs for school
Continued on p. 4

Her talk is entitled, “Collaborative Community
Design of Riparian Buffers.”
The GLS project works with residents in
Dauphin, Lancaster and Lebanon Counties,
where nutrient runoff is particularly
problematic. The project guides community
members and municipal authorities through a
visioning and designing process in order to
accelerate forest riparian buffer restoration
efforts. Emily writes that, “We work on
striking an ecologically viable compromise that
provides the environmental services of riparian
buffers, but also is acceptable to suburban
aesthetic sensibilities.” Her presentation will
describe the collaborative process and
demonstrate how a method of riparian design
that incorporates the ideas and concerns of the
community can expedite the process and
enhance the protection of our waterways.
The Fall Meeting will also feature an update on
PVCA business from President Jim Zubler, and
reports from Andrea Ferich, Executive Director
and Jim Flanagan, PVCA’s newly hired
environmental educator. Members will have
the opportunity to participate in this year’s
Board elections as well. Join us afterward for
a potluck dessert, coffee, tea and cider and
socializing.
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Crickfest 2013--what a time sharing the beauty and bounty of the
Valley! I hope you all took the opportunity to enjoy the day at the
“Forks” among family, friends and neighbors. All of you who
volunteered in preparing food, conducting workshops, introducing
children to the wonder of nature, or worked at netting rubber ducks
;) , we thank you. Once again the work and planning of the
Community Outreach Committee (COC) marshaled the volunteer
energies and made the day a huge success. This Committee
works tirelessly through the year planning our workshops,
meetings and events and deserves our many thanks and gratitude.
We welcome Jim Flanagan, our new Environmental Educator, to
the PVCA family. Jim has an impressive resume and brings a
strong set of skills and experience to the position. Learn more
about Jim in this edition of the newsletter and come to the Annual
Meeting Thursday, November 14, to hear his story and plans for
PVCA in person.
After nearly a year working in tandem with our Executive Director,
Andrea Ferich, several conclusions can be drawn. While our
impact in the watershed has been great and continues with our
many initiatives addressing water quality, sustainable economic
principles, and delivery of environmental education, it has become
apparent that the only way we are going to sustain this effort is by
broadening attempts to generate revenue to fund these ventures.
In a universe of ever-shrinking governmental grants, our success
will be measured by our ability to attract partners to leverage
private investments for sustainable efforts. We have several
projects in the works to bring value to the organization while
providing a quality product for the Valley. I am happy to report that
we hit our goal of maintaining 225 member households and our
emphasis in the coming year will be to increase this substantially. I
implore you to join us in reaching this next level.
Hope to see you at the Annual Meeting on Thursday, November
14th. Thank you for being a good steward of the Valley.
--Jim

PVCA’s Mission and Vision
PVCA serves as a steward for the natural and cultural
communities in the Upper Penns Creek Watershed. We
seek to preserve and honor the agricultural roots of
Penns Valley by protecting and conserving its waters,
farmlands, forests, and rural heritage.
PVCA envisions an engaged community, where growth is
balanced with support for healthy natural systems that
foster the local economy. Our Valley has dark night
skies, clear streams, healthy forests, prosperous farms,
and local jobs.

Value-Added Products
--By Andrea Ferich, Executive Director-Every day that I work for PVCA I ask myself
the same questions. What can we do to reach
our goals? How do these goals help us to
achieve our mission? Read them with new eyes
Andrea. How do they fit together? Read them
as though you have never read them before.
Read them as though they are possible, and
imagine without limits. Think Big. Dream it
into reality.
I find a lot of pleasure visualizing the places
where our five various goals intersect, and how
they can be synthesized through analysis and
action. As Frank Lloyd Wright says, “Get the
habit of analysis- analysis will in time enable
synthesis to become your habit of mind.”
Read these goals slowly, with new eyes, like a
love poem, or a new language you are just
learning to translate:
1. Environmentally educated, inspired,
and engaged watershed community
2. All watershed municipalities
consistently practice sound
environmental stewardship
3. Achieve and maintain drinkable*,
fishable, and swimmable* quality water
in all surface and ground water sources.
*legal terms
4. Encourage entrepreneurial spirit,
locally owned businesses, and farms that
create environmentally sound jobs.
5. Continue to strengthen PVCA’s
organizational infrastructure and
community image.
In addition to thinking critically about reaching
these goals, the other big question that I ask
myself every single day is: how can we
sustainably fund PVCA? What are the ways
that we can generate revenue that help us to
achieve our mission? Our finances must be like
the healthy ecosystems we seek to protect; a
diverse, stable, and replicable system
strengthened through cooperation.
As a non-profit we can produce and sell goods
and services that are within the spectrum of our
mission, as long as the money goes back into

the organization. This means that we would not
need to be dependent upon grants, fundraisers,
and donations alone. Perhaps there is a good or
service that will help us to achieve our mission.
Part of my vision for PVCA is that we will
have a diverse and stable funding stream that
includes value added products that do just that.
PVCA's Mission is to serve as a steward for the
natural and cultural communities in the Upper
Penns Creek watershed. We seek to preserve
and honor the agricultural roots of Penns
Valley by protecting and conserving its waters,
farmlands, forests and rural heritage.
One of the places that I have been exploring as
a lynchpin for opportunities for PVCA to meet
the mission of the organization through the
development of value-added products has been
at Martin's Feedmill in Coburn. Martin’s Feed
Mill orders, receives, mills, processes, and
ships hundreds of tons of animal grade grains
each year, including corn, oats, wheat, barley,
and rye. Many of these grains as well as
sunflower seeds are sourced locally. They fill
tractor trailer loads with these mixes, bag their
own line of grains, and also sell bagged outside
products- Purina feeds, Fertrell organics,
Ivesco, and Cooperative Feed Dealer products.
Additionally, they produce their own line of
custom mixes, which can be made for orders of
500 pounds or more. My initial two
conversations with the mill owners were
informal, a way of getting a feel for the
business and its market opportunities,
gathering information and researching the
Continued on p. 8
3

Environmental Education
Philosophy
--By Jim Flanagan-SPARK. That is what I am here to create as
the
PVCA
Environmental
Education
Coordinator. There is more in the world of
Environmental Education than any individual
or any one organization can teach. It is my
role to find the SPARK that will open the
world to students of all ages. It is my belief
that all areas of STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math) can be accessed
through Environmental Education.
For
example, there is technology and engineering
in rock arches formed by wind and water;
patterns in sedimentary rock that can be better
understood through computer modeling and
math; and rhythm and movement in brooks and
creeks captured in dance and music.
Environmental Education intersects all aspects
of our lives. It is only when an individual
engages meaningfully in their environment that
they truly learn. As Galieo once said “you
cannot teach a man anything; you can only
help him find it within himself.” It is my hope
that this connection can be made through the
hands-on experiences that are at the heart of
Environmental Education. SPARK.
Penns Valley is blessed with a wonderful
landscape for students of all ages to explore.
The more we explore, the more we understand,
the more we understand, the more likely we are
to make informed decisions on how we interact
with our surroundings. My goal is to introduce
a variety of habitats to school children and the
community at large so that we may better
appreciate our environment and become
knowledgeable stewards of Penns Valley. In
this process it is important that we respect the
history of the valley and community as well as
embrace the changes that come in order to
create a more sustainable future. School aged
students are an important part of this goal. As
the Environmental Education Coordinator I
will strive to create an atmosphere that draws
on the strengths of the schools, students and
the community leading to a sustainable
stewardship for the future of Penns Valley.
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Environmental Educator, continued from p. 1
children K-7 in the spring and fall and I loved
it. Realizing I could not spend my post
graduate life working only two seasons, I
decided on obtaining a graduate degree in
Cultural Anthropology at the University of
Montana (MA 1997). During these studies I
was drawn to people’s interactions with their
environment and have worked in education
exploring these interconnections ever since.
Oddly enough, my interest in anthropology led
me to New York City to further pursue my
education in Anthropology, but soon found
myself working at the New York Botanical
Garden in the Bronx managing the Everett
Children’s Adventure Garden and training high
school students and other volunteers to teach
hands-on plant science to visitors of all ages.
Even though I eventually left this position to
become a stay-at- home dad, the opportunity to
work with the staff and visitors taught me
valuable lessons about how people interact and
experience the environment around them. This
opportunity will play a key role in helping me
determine what PVCA needs to do in order to
get Penns Valley students and the community
at large to continue to explore their wonderful
and diverse surroundings.
For the past 10 years I have continued to work
in education and with the environment at the
South Mountain YMCA, Montclair State
University (adjunct professor) and locally at
Shaver’s Creek, Stone Valley, Millbrook
Marsh and even a couple of volunteer days at
Muddy Paws. I am eager to continue exploring
my passion for inspiring people to engage
meaningfully with their environment as the
Environmental Education Coordinator and
steward for the PVCA. I look forward to
working with the Penns Valley students and
community and I am excited to share the
beautiful Upper Penns Creek Watershed with
my family living in Boalsburg, which along
with my loving and supportive wife Stephanie
includes two nature-loving children (11 and 8),
a lazy cat and a dog who loves to hike.

Our 2013 Members ~ Thanks For Your Support!
Single/Family
Debra Heller
B. K. & Robin Bastress
Andy & Cindy Campbell
Willem van den Berg
Dave & Wendy Gilbert
Ernest Hawk
Joanna Shenk
Charles Boyer
Phil Bareiss
Lisa & Patrick Beherec
Paul Berkobin
Sarah Berndt
James Black
Nick & Toni Brink
Beth & Mike Brown
Barbara Brownlee
James Bryant
Curt & Joanna Buergin
Greg Buttorff
Craig Camasta
Scott & Eda Case
David Chamberlin
Eileen Clark
Ellen Coffman
Mary Conner-Righter
Tom Doman
John & Susan Dubosky
Eric Durante
Bob & Jeannette Eberhart
Reginald & Danielle
Edwards
Mark & Cyndy & Elly Engle
Barbara & John Fisher
Raymond Fisher
Bill & Stephanie
Fleckenstein
John Fleisch

Mary Carol & Don Frier
Ann Glaser
Donna & Scott Glaus
Seth Gordon
Art Gover
Ryan & Kim Greeley
Bob & Betsy Green
Gary Gyekis & Loanne
Snavely
Dorothy Habecker
David Hafer
Greta Haney & Chris
Adamski
Susan Haney
Nell Hanssen
Lynne Heritage
Cam & Jim Hironimus
Brenda Homan
Bruce Homan
Joe & Gloria Humphreys
Deborah Klein
Terry Lair
Chris Linton
Stephanie Luke
Douglas & Patrica Macneal
Jack & Gladys Magill Jr.
Chris & Shawn Markel
Lisa Martin
Annie Mascelli
Josh & Erin McCracken
Sean McGraw
Celana Mellon
Bill & Patricia Miles
Sally Mills
Robert & Leah
Mothersbaugh
Patricia Neiner
Chris Neubert

Lexie Orr
Bill & Christine Palmer
Joy Pate & Bruce Sherf
Tracey Peters
Jim & Cathy Pierce
David Rachau
Curtis Reed
Jim Runner
Geraldine Russell
Carrie Sargeant
John Saylor
Ray & Barb Scheetz
Colina Seeley
Adam Seitz
Lysle Sherwin
David Shultz
Marian & George Smith
Matt Smuts
Ben & Elisha Snedeker
Debbie Sotack
Richard Steinberger
Marica Tacconi
Diana Underwood
Bob Vernon
Jacqui Wagner
Katherine Watt
Jane Weaver
Walt & Lisa Whitmer
Lee & Donna Wingard
Danny Brumbaugh
Pam Steckler
Asta Broskley
Joe Ebeling
Martha Hoffman &
Gary Long
Rebecca Robertson &
Andy Porter
5 Anonymous Memberships

Supporters
Tim Bonson
John, Theresa & Michael
Bzdil
Marcia Case
Nancy & Giles de Streel
Andrea Ferich
Craig & Linda Ferich
George & Byrd Futhey
Elizabeth Gross & Frank
Maguire
Bill & Judy Heald
Michael Hermann
Ian & Lauren Smith
Dianne Mitchell & Bill
Martin
Thomas & Audrey Douthit
Larry Wolken &Lisa
Marshall
Kevin & Paula Lutz
Linda Arble
Jean & Gert Aron
Larry & Lois Bair
Ed Bellis
Kimberley & Keith Bierly
Curt & Gretta Bierly
Erin, Seth, & Rhys
Blumsack
Ed & Mary Bowman
Tony & Ann Broskley
Jill Buchanan & Scot
Paterson
Molly Buchanan & Dave
Atkins
Margaret & Douglas
Chester

continued on p. 6

Y es !I would like to join PVCA and

help to preserve and protect
our beautiful valley! Enclosed is my tax-deductible membership dues.
$25 Single/Family
$50 Supporter
$100 Benefactor
$150 Patron
$250 Steward
$500 Conservationist
$10 Senior or Student
Gift Membership $_____
(Please provide your name and
We like to thank our members and donors in our newsletter.
 Name(s) to list in newsletter:_____________________________________ gift recipient’s name below)
 I/We prefer to remain anonymous
Hey, I want to do more! My area of
Name____________________________________________
interest is: (check all that apply)
Company/Farm___________________________________
 Computer/website  Membership
Mailing Address___________________________________
 Wetland Restoration  Publicity
 Watershed Protection  Crickfest
 Community Outreach/Education
Phone____________________Email__________________
 Local Foods  Fundraising
Please make checks payable to “PVCA”
 PVCA may share its mailing list with
Thank You for Your Support!

Penns Valley Conservation Association
PO Box 165, Aaronsburg, PA 16820 www.pennsvalley.net

like-minded organizations. Please check
here if you do not want your name shared.
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CRICKFESTCRICKFEST
Many many Thank Yous to all those
who supported Crickfest with
Donations, Volunteer Hours, Musical
Performances, and Attendance!



A Special Thanks to our
Friends, Supporters, and
In-Kind Contributors!
FRIENDS of CRICKFEST
Marcia Case Frosty Hook Hotel
John Saylor
CRICKFEST SPONSORS
Northwest Savings Bank
Louis Hass
Mifflinburg Bank & Trust
Millheim Small Engine Shop
trail2creek.com
 Bill MacIntyre Chevrolet, Inc.
Centre Hall Farm Store
Black Walnut Body Works
Muddy Creek Farms
Penns Valley Veterinary Clinic
ITEMS & SERVICES DONATED
Bobbie’s Kitchen

Sweet Creek Bakers

The Valley
Fell Design

Mountainside Homestead
Dave Lembeck

Best Event Rental

Steve Lenten, Creative Design & Printing
Elk Creek Café & Aleworks
Freeze Thaw Cycles
Penns Valley Outfitters & General Store
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2013 Members, cont’d from p. 5
Andrea Commaker &
James Levin
Courtney Confer
Michael & Jane Coyne
Sarah Depasquale
W. Barry & Helen Duvall
Roger & Donna Fetter
Patty & Barry Fisher
Carl & Margie Gaffron
Lyn Garling
George Kelly
Ann & Lynn Lauver
Bert & Sue Lavan Jr.
Stephen Lenten
Monty & Pat Litz
Jennifer Madden
Diana Malcom
Jackie Melander
Bobbie Miller Dash
Carol & Jerry Myers
Nancy Parks
Carole & Doug Ripka
Martha Ruhe
Kristen Saacke Blunk & Joel
Blunk
Kai, Annyce & Emmet Schafft
Robert Shaver Joyce Jenkins
Jennifer & Chris Shuey
Leigh & Kathleen Shuman
Catherine & John Smith
Colleen Swetland
Paul Weener
Wanda White & Michael
Negra
Jon Whitsel
Hank & Carol Yeagley
Andy Zimmerman
Frosty Hook Hotel
6 Anonymous Memberships
Benefactos
Willa Paterson
Anne & Jack Stevens
Billy Stover
Casey Aukerman
Sandra Brown
Brian & Janice Burger
Wayne Clickner
Jordyn Drayton
Judith & Jim Fordham
Bill Gamber
Rob Haney
Schenley Johnson
Rose & Barry
Kauffman
Linda Marquardt
Jan & David Martinec

Tamara McCombs
Dennison Peiffer
Robert Schnitzler Jr. &
Trina Wolford
Marjorie Seward
Mary Kay & Greg
Williams
Larry Winey
Sue & Tim Yarrington
Jim Zubler
Bill MacIntyre
Chevrolet, Inc.
Cathie Ferrence
1 Anonymous Member
Patrons
Alfred Jones, Jr
Lou & Rosalyn Hass
Chris & Linda
Hosterman
Barbara Lange
Myra Sletson & Andy
Macneal
Phil & Karen Yanak
Dorothy Hamilton &
James Crum
Elizabeth Goreham &
Jack Matson
Neil Korostoff & Stacy
Levy
Patrick Leary
James & Elizabeth
Maurer Jr.
Anders Olsen
1 Anonymous Member
Stewards
Robert & Catherine
Prosek
Donald Hamer & Marie
Bednar
Northwest Bank
Herb & April Cole
William Wolfe
Joe Faux
Peter Theodorous
David Whiteman &
Connie Kossar
Jack & Maureen Yarnall
1 Anonymous Member
Conservationists
Jane Zubler Yunginger
Joe, Beth, Sam, Nina &
Milo Ewaskiewicz
James & Patricia Apple
Potter Township
Larry & Mary Ramsey

CRICKFESTCRICKFESTCRICKFESTCRICKFEST
T hank You

S ilent Auction Donors!

COMMUNITY, CONSERVATION and
3 CREEKS = CRICKFEST!
Beautiful weather, record attendance, excellent
food, rockin’ live music, and hard work by
many volunteers all came together to make
Crickfest 2013 the best one yet! Thanks to all
those who contributed—it is awe inspiring to
see what we can create when we all work
together.
If you would like to get on board early and
help plan for next year’s Crickfest email Judith
Fordham, jfordam@verizon.net. The COC is
always looking for new members and you can
join to help plan all of PVCA’s events or sign
up for the Crickfest subcommittee.
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Stacey Sharpe
Annie Mascelli
Kim Wallace's Family Hair Care
Abby Minor
Angelic Relationships
Forefathers Book Shop &
Main Street Yarn
MacNeal's Maple Syrup
PV Building Supply
PASA
Cecilia Gallup Designs
Tri-Yoga
Karl Leitzel
Tait Farm Foods
Harriet Rosenberg
PV Technical Services
Diane Maurer
Angtiques
Sarah DePasquale
Crash and Burn Metal Art
Asta Broskley
Ginger Marshall
Sue's Salves
Cyndy Engle
Sense of Balance
Nick Brink
Judy Heald
Better World Windsurfing
Dreamkeeper Creations
Sweet Creek Bakers
Kate Robinson
Aaronsburg Pottery
Jennifer Philippoff
Thankful Sage Farm School
Egg Hill Gardens
Hosterman & Stover
Stone Meadow Farm
Nancy Cleaver/Michael Kryzytski
Jenni V Designs
Centre County Vinyl
Over the Moon Farm
Pennsylvania Certified Organic
Sarah Berndt
Cottage Rose Interiors
Deb’s Flower Farm
Inglebean Coffee House
Sweet Indulgence Desserts
Jill M. Howard
Cooke Tavern Soups
Ecosophy Farm
Equos Designs
Jaqueline Bareiss
Millheim Business Community
Haney Family
Jennifer Tucker
Green Drake Art Gallery

A PVCA Outdoor Library?
--By Brian Burger—
Hunting, fishing and other outdoor activities
can be fundamental roots to a holistic
knowledge
and
skill-set
for
active
conservationists of all ages. It is a particular
problem for youth who lack mentorship or
hosted opportunities to get afield and gather
the know-how for these activities or maybe
even a greater conservation interest. It is a
similar problem to the one we had in mind in
starting the Penns Valley Community Learning
Garden—offering a resource to the community
who would like to gain these sorts of skills.
To address this issue, I had a notion to start an
outdoor-skills library shelf somewhere in the
Valley. Recently, some classic books primarily
related to fly-fishing have been passed along to
PVCA to steward as the seed for such a library.
Perhaps the Old Gregg School is the place to
host it.
Others are invited to add to the collection.
Maybe your dad or grand-dad (or mother or
sister??) have some how-to books for an
aspiring outdoors-person. Maybe you'll see
something at a used book sale. As a
community, we can do this. Perhaps there is
even a commercial sponsor or two to help
support it. Let the seed germinate and enjoy.

Community Radio Update
from the Slow Money Committee
After several months spent soliciting
community input, PVCA's radio committee
will be filing our "application to construct."
on or about October 15th, assuming there's
a functioning government to file it
with! That's phase one. In phase two, we'll
fund-raise and help community members
put shows "in the can," while we're lining
up the technology to be able to broadcast
from St. Luke's Cultural Center. Once we
think we're ready for that, we can file the
application to broadcast. It's a long road,
but we're on our way!

Value-Added Products, continued from p. 3
potential for mutually beneficial arrangements
for PVCA and the mill. If PVCA members are
interested, perhaps we can propose the
development of a buying club to increase
demand of local and watershed friendly grain
options, and/or the development of a Martin’s
Mill/PVCA product depending on demand. I
have conducted interviews with a handful of
local residents to determine interest and current
purchasing at Martin’s. I have heard a number
of requests for no-spray or non-GMO
(Genetically Modified) corn, non-GMO
soybeans, layer mixes, and a locally milled
birdseed mix, which they currently do not
offer. I believe this sort of collaboration could
help us to gain momentum in achieving our
goals and our mission. I have great confidence
in the ingenuity of Penns Valley’s farmers and
the creative capacity and care for the
waterways and economy by its residents. Over
the last 15 years PVCA has implemented Ag
BMP’s (best management practices) on 24
farms, and certainly there are at least as many
other farms engaged in watershed friendly
practices. I am greatly interested in gauging the
possible demand here in Penns Valley and the
region for these locally produced grains and
seed, and developing with Martin’s "PVCA
Watershed Friendly Products."

PVCA’s Environmental
Education Program Needs You!
To volunteer to help with
programming, field trips, and more
contact Jim Flanagan:
pvcaeducator@pennsvalley.org
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CONGRATULATIONS PVCA PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS!
Thank you everybody for entering our photo contest! We received over 80 entries! The winners of the
2013 contest will be on display at the Green Drake soon. Additionally, limited edition cards of these
prints are available. Visit our website to view the color versions and categories won!

By Cyndy Engle

By Lexie Orr

By Sabine Carey

By Greta Haney
By Marica S. Tacconi

By Cyndy Engle

By David Whiteman
By Cyndy Engle
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An Update from the Education Committee
An educated population is societies’
greatest asset.
--By Jim Pierce, Ed Committee Chair-On the heals of the “Best Crickfest Ever” the
Education Committee is setting sights and
goals to make the upcoming school year the
best ever for environmental education. Hours
of brainstorming boil down to two top
priorities:
1) Perpetuate the momentum that previous
Education Educator Jenny Campbell created in
the schools with our new EE Jim Flanagan.
Jenny did a fine job in a short time of reestablishing PVCA as a welcome addition to
school routine by building relationships with
the teachers and staff, updating curriculum and
connecting with the kids. Jim Flanagan brings
his energy and hands-on-lets-get-dirty style
along with a ton of ideas to build on this
foundation. Classroom sustainability audits,
competitive recycling, guest speakers and a
multi-front assault on Outdoor Deficit Disorder
are high-level topics for chunking out and
putting to pavement.
Our last committee meeting included a fine
discussion on how we can help the new EC (at
the time we didn’t have a name or face) to
succeed. Our next meeting should be fun as
we fuse ideas and energy and begin what will
hopefully be a long, fruitful, child influencing,
valley improving relationship.
2) Revive, rebuild and recreate the 65-acre
Environmental Education Center with the goal
of including it in our spring 2014
Environmental Days.
If the first goal is academic then this one will
provide balance through physical activity. The
Center, although dormant and somewhat
neglected, is a beautiful place, a through the
looking glass world instantly transforming
from highway 45 and the institutions of school,
to school, Nature 101, or 401. Our current
committee includes several people with a

Members of the Education Committee
tour the Environmental Center.
passion to polish this gem and reopen the
living classroom. We hope to organize work
projects and sponsors as well as encouraging
high schoolers to take on education center
related graduation projects. Many hands will
make the many, many ideas we have become
reality.
The PVCA Education Committee has come a
long way in a year and continues to mix fun
with function. We meet monthly, alternating
between after school and evening times in
order to accommodate different schedules. We
have an email distribution list for anyone who
wants to get involved or just stay informed. If
you or someone you know would like to get on
the list contact Jim Pierce at jim@tilth.org.

Serve on PVCA’s New
Governance Committee!
Adding to the already successful slate of
committees that help make our group
strong, PVCA's board is looking to create a
Governance Committee to ensure future
success. What does a Governance
committee do, you might ask? Well, the
basic function is to make sure the board
and organization can bring qualified people
into leadership roles and help figure out
what PVCA needs to have a solid plan for
the future. If you are interested in learning
more, please contact Frank Maguire at
Francis.maguire@gmail.com.
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Muddy Creek Butterflies
--By Andrea Ferich, Executive Director-One of the Young Forest Sites where PVCA
has done some work is located at Lisa
Williams’ and Walt Whitmer’s home in
George’s Valley. These Young Forest sites, as
many of you know, are the specialty locations
for Woodcock Habitats, a quilted mosaic of
intersecting ecosystems, including a young
forest of newly planted trees and a clearing for
the woodcock breeding male to perform the
mating dance in the spring. On one evening
last year Lisa, who is also the state woodcock
biologist, counted 13 singing males. Every
year in order to maintain this habitat, the field
must be mowed at a unique time of the year to
ensure the control of invasive species and to
stimulate new growth in the clearing where the
woodcocks dance. This field is also home to
milkweed, the host plant for monarch
butterflies. Lisa’s daughter Lucy asked her
mother if they could walk around the property
and collect the monarch chrysalises before the
mowing, so that none of them would be
injured. Sure enough, Lucy carefully harvested
their field of monarch chrysalises along Muddy
Creek, brought them to their screened-in porch,
and awaited the emerging new life.
Where does a child’s love for the smallest
creatures come from? For some it is a learned
love, hiking with family or neighbors. For
some it is a strong innate connection. And for
many of you it came from a biology teacher at
Penns Valley, Mr. (Jack) McDonald. Not too
far down Muddy Creek from Lisa and Lucy’s
home, Mr. McDonald lived with his family.
Early in September Mr. McDonald’s house
burnt to the ground, leaving a pile of his
collections and decades of memories in ashes,
a sudden and terrible tragedy. As chance
would have it, I met Mr. McDonald only a
week or two after the fire, and listened to him
in Burkholder’s aisle 8. He was a trapper and a
hunter, a collector of tools and instruments that
came before my time and even his. He spoke of
his violins, sacred artifacts, and the picture of
his daughter riding bareback as an eight year
11

Monarch chrysalis.
old with red hair blazing back free and without
worry. Mr. McDonald’s eyes seemed as though
he were reading something, seeing something
timeless, an abundant life source. Despite his
tragic loss, nobody was hurt, and somehow
deep inside his lament, he had found freedom.
Talk with this man, he has stories to tell and
his peace is deep beyond ways of knowing.
They are rebuilding again, and as I sit here
writing these words my belly is full from the
homegrown potatoes that he gave to my
neighbor, one of his students from decades
ago, when she reached out to him following the
fire. The ways that he has impacted me in our
ever so brief meeting have left me humbled
and desiring that which outlasts our stuff and
possessions.
Back upstream, Lisa William’s daughter Lucy
brought all of the collected monarch
chrysalises into their screened in-porch. A few
days later the porch was covered with adult
butterflies who seemingly had to die to receive
their new wings. They are ready now to
journey together following fields of goldenrod
thousands of miles to Mexico. As a Biology
teacher and neighbor here in Penns Valley, Mr.
McDonald has surely given many of you new
eyes to see the world. Now he has hatched and
is emerging like a monarch butterfly on his
lovely and life-giving journey. Remember him
and all those who have inspired a deep
connection within you that goes beyond
understanding.
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Please Join Us For

PVCA’s Fall
Meeting
Thursday, Nov. 14th ~ 7:00 PM at the
Old Gregg School in Spring Mills
Featuring a presentation entitled,

Collaborative Community Design of Riparian Buffers
Speaker Emily Carlson is a graduate student in Landscape Architecture at Penn State
and a research assistant with the Greening the Lower Susquehanna Project.

Join us for an update on PVCA activities, reports from our Executive
Director and Environmental Educator, Board of Director elections
and refreshments.

